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ntry-m™. After Obfervator, 1 mutt put 
are M you in Mind of your Pro- 
| mife the Jaft time we par- 
ted, that you would proceed at our next Meeting 
in your Difcourfe of Reformation, I have thought 
of what you then faid, and do verily believe 
that Vertue Re-Eftablith’d in England would make 
us perfectly happy at Home, and profperous 
Abroad; and I heartily thank God, who has 
ut it into the Heart of our Good Queen, to bee 
gin this Pious Work, and I hope Her Minifters 
and Officers under Her will concur with Her 
Majefties Proclamation, and move in their feve- 
ral Spheres to the Ends and Purpofes defigned 
thereby. we 
Onf, Truly, Sir, without this, Her Mayéfties 
Proclamation will fignifie but very little ; for if 
thofe, whom Her Mayjefty has placed as Centznels 
and Guards to Vertae, and to watch the Motions 


of Vice, are carelefs in their Guard, or what 1s ; 


worfe, are in Confederacy with the Children of 


Lewdnefs; then Her Majelties moft Pious Defign : 


is betray’d, and Vice will yet gain their Ground 
upon Us: Magiftrates who are fit for fuch 
a Work muft be Vertuous themfelves ; otherwife 
we have little hopes they fhould Reform others, 
Plato fays, He only can perform the part of a good 
Magiftrate, whofe Moral Vertues are zmproved by an 
Addition deci Knowledge. Thefe are the only 
Men likely to carry on the Work our good Queen 
has begun, as having that true Spirit of Vertue 
in them, which neceflarily excites them to an En- 
creafe of it in others ; he that has Divine Know- 
ledge and Grace in himfelf, knows full well the 
Miferable Eftate of fuch that want it, and as a 
Man and: a Chriftian, he is obliged to give his 
helping Hand to fet his Fellow Creatures in the 
fame State of Happinefs: But if our Magiftrates 
are not fuch Men as thefe, they will not know 
how to put 2 Hook in the Nofe of the Leviathan 
Vices, nor how to curb knmorality in its Career. 
Algernoon Sidney fays, It were as vain to expe that 
aChild fhould carry a Giants Burden, and that an 
Ignorant Man fhould give wholefome Pbyfick, as that 
one who lives void of all Knowledge of Good, fhould 
Condud Men to it. Page 66. If the Magiitracy 
are Vicious themfelves, Ignorant of the Rules and 
Precepts of Vertue, and void of Divine Knowledge, 
they will certainly be remifs in their Duty; and 
thus we Stumble upon the very Threfhold of Re- 


formation. This is an Error in the firft Concoéti- 


on, which affects the whole Political Body of Ver- 
tue. It ig like Blowing up a Magazine, and 


leaving the Garifon to defend it ielf without 


munition. 
The Example of the Court has been one great 
occafion of the Encreafe of Vice in this Kingdom. 
Vertue was never more out of Fa{hion in England 





| 


Vice at that time (like the Leprofe ) over-ipread 
the whole Nation, it became a Univerf{al Difeafe 
and no Fifeciual Medicine has been apply’d for 
a Remedy till this Reign. In the late Reign 
tho’ His Majefty was Virtuous Himfelf ; yet the 
Publick Affairs of Europe requiring His Prefence 
beyond the Seas; He could not fee this Good 
Work perform’d with his own Eyes. And Hig 
Royal Confort, our Virtuous Afzry being {oon 
taken to the Reward of Her Virtues, Pie: y and 
Goodne/s, thereby loft a Potent Defender. The 
Minitfters in that Reign and other Officers. were 
fo Intent upon making their Fortunes out of 
the Publick Tveafure ; that they took no care of: 
Religion, and heeded not the Encreafe of Vice 
and Immorality, as long: as they could feather 
their Nefts by Rapine and [lunder. And indeed 
it would have feemed Odd for Men who were 
Robbers themfelves, to complain ot Piccadille’s in 
others, However we are beholden to that great 
Prince William, ot Glorious Memory for the pre- 
fent Profpect we have of an Encreafe of Virtue 
in England, in regard that He filled up the Va. 
cant sifhopricks, and other Ecclefiaftical Dona. 
tions belonging to the Crown, with Men of the 
greatelt Virtue and Learning; and fuch as are 
an Ornathent to the true Church of England ¢ . 
So that Her Mayjefty does not want the Advice 
and Afiftance of a Hierarchy that is im the Prote- 
ftant Intereft, and is well affected to Her Maje- 


fties Pious Intenfions of Reformation; and the 


want of fuch a Hierarchy and Clergy in tormer 
Reigns was one great Reafon of the Inundatiog 
of Vice in our Country. 

But above all a Reformed Queen, who leads 
Her People in the Paths of Righteoufne/s, gives as — 
a nearer profpect of Virtue, and the tulleft Affu- 
rances of the fpeedy Deftruction of Vice. The 
Crown of England is the Fountain of Honour, 
of Fuftice, of Virtue, and all manner of Goodne/s, 
whilit it is on the Head of a Prince Virtuous like 
our prefent Soveraign Lady, but otherwife it 
is the Fountain of Vice, of Lewdue/s, and all 
manner of Debauchery. This is the Source and 
Original of all the Good or Evil which befalls 2 
Nation. The Court is the Pattern of every 
thing, for the People; and the Prince is the like 
to the Court. You never knew a Wicked King 
without Wicked Courtiers; as we know the 
Menials of Princes by their Garb or Liveries, fo 
we may know their Jnclinations by the Preter- 
ments of Officers: It difcovers either Irreligion 
or Weaknefs of Fudgment in a Prince, to employ 
fuch about him as are Enemies to Vertue, Pro- 
bity and Honefty; or to think that {uch Men will 
ever be true to their Prince, as are falfe to their 
GOD. It has often been (it not always) the une 
happy Fate ot Princes to be Ruined by their Fa- 


than in the Reign of King Charles the Second. ' vourites, and yet few of them have been {0 cau- 
tious 
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tious as to take Warning by their Predecefors of 


“that ill Step in Government ot making Favou- > : 
r greateft Nurferies of Debauchery. Iam not now 


rites their Confidents and Advifers. A Favourite 


is a Difhoneft Man in his Nature: He impofes . 


on his Prince by Flattery, and falfe: Glofles oi 


his own Endowments, and robs others, his King? 


Subjects, of their fhare of Royal Favour 

y Degrees they manage the King as well as the 
Government, and Ego 7 Rex meus, in Time be- 
comes good Senfe and good Manners. Themiffocles 
faid, That his little Boy bad move Power than any 
Man in Greece; for be Governed his Mother, he 
bim, be Athens, and Athens Greece. How vain 
then are the Attempts to reltore Vertue if fuch 
Favourites as thefe get Footing ina Court, efpe- 
cially if they are Perfons of . 4vavicious Tempers 
and get Money by the Propagation of Vice. Let 
no Perfons of this Character approach Her Ma: 
jefties Sacred Perfon, ar defile the Apartments of 
her Court with their Prefence. If fuch there are, 
the whole Nation is fatisfied that their Magick 
has not Power enough to Influence Her Majelty 
froin Her purfait of Vertue; nor to ftop her hand 


from giving the Deadly Biow tothe Hydra of 


Vice. This is indeed an Herculean Labour, yet 
tis to be perform’d by a Pious Queen. The mur- 
muring //raelites were better Govern'd by Deborab 
under the Palw-Tiees, and better Enftructed by 
her in their Duty, than by their Fudges or Krngs. 
What your Witty Whore iaid concerning the 
Tlay Houjes is very true; thofe are the Devils- 
Shops, and thofe only that are Countenanced. I 
know not how they come to affix onevery Pidling- 
Pott Her Majefties Name in their Advertifements 
of Lewdne/s, but 1 am fure Her. Majelties Pious 
Proclamation has no fuch meaning in it. The 
Scandalous Ilegality of Plays has ben fufhiaently 
demonitrated by Mr. Pri2x,in Timés not out of 
Memory, and of Jate by Mr. Collzer, and others. 
Andif they are not to be Totally supeoes ina 
Proteftant Government, all things coniidered. I 
think at this ‘Time they ought to be difcontinu- 
ed: Lhe Pope has Prohibtted all manner of Stage 
Plays, Mafques and Inter!udes, and has enjoyned 
frequent Devotions in order to Deprecate the 
Judgments of Almighty God on the Account of 
the late Earthquake in the Ecclefiaftick State. Now 
if War be one of the Judgments of Heaven (as 
fure it is) the fame Reafons have we for fuch a 
Prohibition. When the Judgments of God are up- 
on the Eaith, the People thereof ought to Learn 
Righteoufnels. _ 2 . | 
‘He Chrifiian Religien is indeed in it felf Beau- 
tiful, atid tounded on Divine Authority, and the 
Doctrines of the Church of England are the moft 
agreeable to Divine Wiit: But it is much Ble- 
inifhed by the Practice of many, who call them- 
felves Sons of the Church, when God knows their 
Attions aiid Lives prove them to belong to the 
Synagogue of Satan, and that they make a Noife 
ot the Church, only to get themfelves into Offices 
The Chucch is but their Dianab, and,they love 
Her for the {ake of the Shrines only. He isa fine 
Son of the Church, who etieems the Stage as Elder 
mecthet to the Pulpit, and fees more "Plays in one 
eek than he hears Sermons in feven Years. Is 
hie a good Subject who breaks thro’ all Divin 
and Humane Laws in oppofition both to God abd 
the Oueen ? 1 ain much afraid Her Majelty is not 
throughly acquainted wit) the State of Lemdnefs 








had any Love.for their | 
_ Religion, as alfo for out: dear Country, they 





in England, otherwife Her Proclamation wovlq - 


have been directed againft the Play-Hou/es, the 


Honeft Country-man, Preaclting tox Pieferment, ang 
tlierefore have no‘eccali#h to touchavith & genyh, 
Yand the Sinsofthe Cowmt® Patronss--who, it titey 
een and the Proteftans 


would ere this time have‘ laid’ before Her Majz. 
fiy the Danger of Play-Hoafes, and the Neceflity 
of their being Prohibited. Nor do Idread tie 
Thunder-Bolts of the Clergy, but will plainly tel} 
thein ’tis their Bufinefs alfo to lay this National 
Grievance before Her Majefty. If they think 
the Play-Houfes are in themfelves Sinful, or at 
leaft they are Nurferies of Vice, then I am fure 
tis their Duty to do what I mentioned before, 
and if they are Lawful and Beneficial to the 
Cominon-Wealth ; let "em prove it by Argu- 
ments from Scripture, and the Reafon and the 
Policy of the Euglifh Conffitution. 

The Ancient Komans, tho’ they allowed Plays 
yet the Hiffortans or Stage-Players were Scandas 
lous and mentioned as Villains in their Statute. 
Laws ; tho” Born in the Country, they had not 
the Priviledge.of Natives, and could not be made 
Free of any of the Towns and Cities of the Em- 
pire; they could have no Manumifion, for they 
had not the Priviledge of being Slaves. It was 
Scandalous for the meaneft Citizens to converfe, 
or have any dealing with Players or Playwrights , 
tho’ the latter is firft in Point of Scandal he be 
ing the Spring and firft Mover of the reft. Such 
an Opinion had the Heathen Romans of thefe Peo- 
ple ; and that they are crept into the Courts of 
Chriftian Reformed Princes, and do Stile them. 
felves in Print the Servants of Kings and Queens, 
is not fo much the Subject of Enquiry as of Won- 
der; nor. can we imagine how Playwrights become 
Poet-Lawrels, Commauloners in National Funds 
and Surveyors ot Works, and other Offices of 
which they are Ignorant; unlefs it be by the In- 
tereft of Men like Vertuous with themfelves, to 
the great Difcouragement of Vertuous and Skil- 
ful Men. ; | 

Nor are the Frequenters of Play-Houfes lefs 
Scandalous: You may guefs what the Males are 


by the Females you Difcours’d in. Bride-well. 


Are fuch Men fit to be employ’d in the State, in 
the Army, in the Navy, in the Queens Revenues, 
who are taken up with Toys and Trifles beneath 
the Judgment of Women and Children? Can 
we expect Manhood and Bravery from Men 
abroad who are fo Effeminate at home? Is not 
a Cales farce the Natural effect_of Training Off- 
cers to Comedies and Interludes? Is there any 
likelihood that Men bred tp to the Notes of 2 
Fiddle, fhould ever be in Love with the Mufick 
of Drums and Trumpets, of Cannon and Fire- 
Arms: Or that fuch as are bred up to Wanton- 
ne{s and Sloth fhould ever endure Aa Hardthips 
of War: I tell you, Sir, the Diag are not 
only Enemies to Virtue and Piety, but Bravery 
and Martial Prowe/s. 

Country m. 1 wiib with all my Heart Mr. Ob 
Jervatar, you may be as Succefstul in Routing all 
the Play-Houfes, as you were in blowing up t! 
Club- Meeting in Philpot-Lane. God blefs you 10 

rout Lndesdianding and {o I bid you a Hearty 
arewel. ) 


SST — 





London, Printed by 7. How, and Sold by B. Bragg, at the Blew-Ball in Avemary-Lane, 1702. 
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